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Agenda

1. Welcome – who’s been invited
2. NFPA Update by Jim Peterkin
3. Categorical prioritization of topics based on the following categories:

a. Infection Prevention/Control Issues
b. Construction Issues
c. Planning & Design Issues
d. Operations & Maintenance Issues
e. Regulatory Issues
f. Administrative Issues
g. Facility Safety Issues
h. Financial Issues
i. Emergency Management Issues
j. Sustainability Issues
k. Hazardous Communications Issues
l. Security Issues

4. Discuss Immediate Threat to Life issues missing
5. Overview of ASHE Member Tools Task Force (MTTF)
6. Final Prioritization of Topics
7. Presentation on Getting More Involved with ASHE Advocacy
8. Review Top 30 for assignments, schedule and tools
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Introductions
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NFPA Update
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Health Care Section (HCS)

HCS – Codes & Standards Review Committee

Participation on Committees

Health Care Interpretation Task Force (HITF)

NFPA Update
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NFPA Healthcare Section – Executive Board
Chair

James S. Peterkin, PE, LEED AP
TLC Engineering for Architecture

1st Vice Chair
Skip Gregory, NCARB
Health Facility Consulting 

2nd Vice Chair
Doug Beardsley
Care Providers of Minnesota

Secretary
Chad E. Beebe, AIA, SASHE, CHFM, CFPS, CBO
American Society for Healthcare Engineering

Officers
Kenneth Daily
Elder Health Care Systems Group

Phillip Hill
Principle Long Term Care, Inc.

Roy LeNeave
American Healthcare, LLC
Colin McKay, CFPS

RPA, A Jensen Hughs Company
Steve Spaanbroek, MBA, FASHE, CHC, CHFM

MSL Healthcare Partners, Inc. 
Immediate Past Chair

David A. Dagenais, BS, FASHE, CHFM, CHSP
Wentworth-Douglass Hospital
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Participation on Technical Committee
Committee’s needing representation: (?)
NFPA 3
NFPA  4
NFPA 13
NFPA 20
NFPA 55
NFPA 72 (additional sub-committees)
NFPA 75
NFPA 92
NFPA 115
NFPA 418
NFPA 551
NFPA 801
NFPA 915
NFPA 1600
NFPA 2001

Committee’s already represented:
NFPA 1
NFPA 10
NFPA  25
NFPA 70
NFPA 72
NFPA 80
NFPA 82
NFPA 90A
NFPA 99 
NFPA 101 and 101 A
NFPA 105
NFPA 110 & 111
NFPA 241
NFPA 451
NFPA 730 and 731
NFPA 5000
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Current Code activity
Cycle 2020
• NFPA 1
• NFPA 99 
• NFPA 101

Cycle 2021
• NFPA 80
• NFPA 110
• NFPA 241

Cycle 2022
• NFPA 25
• NFPA 70
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Healthcare Interpretations Task Force  (HITF)
MISSION: To provide consistent interpretations on national codes and 
standards referenced by CMS, JCAHO and state and territorial authorities 
having jurisdiction. This will be accomplished through the evaluation of field 
conditions, surveyor/inspector/fire marshal interpretations, and questions by 
consumers of these services generated through a member of the task force.

https://www.nfpa.org/Codes-and-Standards/Standards-development-process/Technical-
Committees/Advisory-and-Non-NFPA-Committees/Healthcare-Interpretations-Task-Force
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HITF – Healthcare Interpretations Task Force
The 15 member organizations are:

• American Health Care Association (AHCA)
• American Society for Healthcare Engineering (ASHE)
• Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)
• Department of Defense (DoD)
• Department of Veterans Affairs (VA)
• Det Norske Veritas Healthcare (DNVH)
• Healthcare Facilities Accreditation Program (HFAP) 
• Indian Health Service (IHS)
• International Fire Marshals Association (IFMA)
• The Joint Commission (TJC)
• National Fire Protection Association (NFPA)

Gregory E. Harrington, P.E. – NFPA Staff (Principal)
• State Health Care Agency (SHA)
• Chair - Life Safety Code Committee on Healthcare Occupancies
• Chair - Healthcare Facilities Correlating Committee
• Chair - NFPA Health Care Section
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HITF –
Example
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HITF –
Example
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HITF - COVID Response
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Immediate Threat to Life 
Additions
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ASHE Member Tools Task 
Force (MTTF) Overview
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Process

• Each year it continues to become more refined
• Establish a group of volunteers
• Develop topics
• Schedule, Write & Develop!

JF



© 2020 American Society for Health Care Engineering

2020 Overview

JF

• 2020
• 25 Articles
• 10 Tools
• 1 Videos
• 2 Surveys

• 2019
• 18 Articles
• 10 Tools
• 5 Videos

• 2018
• 12 Articles
• 8 Tools
• 2 Surveys 
• 1 Video
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Tools Downloaded 

• Top 1 and 2 are MTTF tools 

• 6 of top 10 are MTTF tools

JF
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Articles

JF

• Lack of Proactive code 
development

• Refurbished Electrical 
Equipment

• Varying Times for Fire Drills
• Wires Touching Sprinkler 

Pipe
• Clear Interpretation of 

Special Locking
• Ligature Issues
• Surveyor Consistency

• Nitrous Oxide outside of OR
• Difference Between Central 

Station and Priority 
Monitoring

• Definition of Fire Watch
• O2 tanks storage/full/empty
• OR Temp/Humidity code 

variations
• Cameras in Stairwells
• Propane Refrigerant 

Management
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Tools Developed 

JF

• Fire Drill Matrix
• Clear Interpretation of 

Special Locking
• Comparison Between 

Central Station and 
Priority Monitoring

• Definition of Monthly
• Water Management Plan 

Action Levels

• Nitrous Oxide outside of 
OR

• Fire Watch
• O2 tanks 

storage/full/empty
• OR Temp/Humidity code 

variations

ADVOCACY COMPLIANCE TOOLS

https://www.ashe.org/tools?type=1145
https://www.ashe.org/locking
https://www.ashe.org/watermanagement
https://www.ashe.org/firewatch
https://www.ashe.org/management_monographs/mg2012mclaughlin
https://www.ashe.org/tools?type=1145
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2021 – What’s to Come

Chair: Frank D. Rudilosso, P.E., M.Eng, CHSP

• Director Facilities Regulatory Readiness at New York-Presbyterian Hospital

Vice-Chair: Lennon Peake, P.E., M.Eng, CHSP

• Director at Koffel Compliance

JF
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2021 – What’s to Come

• Prioritize Topics

• Access and promote the MTTF tools

• Be aware of future MTTF tool development

• Get involved

• ASHE Regulatory Affairs Volunteer Form

JF

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com_-3Furl-3Dhttps-253A-252F-252Fapp.smartsheet.com-252Fb-252Fform-252Fe1cee967146547fb9776e00c7248448b-26data-3D02-257C01-257CJFlannery-2540aha.org-257Ccd2bc66e092947759e9e08d751a004ca-257Cb9119340beb74e5e84b23cc18f7b36a6-257C0-257C0-257C637067620039658160-26sdata-3DA3SpTH-252BnITxZMbztuC-252F4-252BMoDG2HTrcVQshK5roSgESw-253D-26reserved-3D0&d=DwMGaQ&c=apLCJo22jkVRpFivmRGGHnRn85FoLi_g9mEBSlVKwRY&r=OBEyWBQvABoxo-oH1MidUQ&m=lpTG5Eln9Ert5qCy4zXxqmMcz6wo4MEdAfE3Qq8tLnc&s=3PHwCWgjs1XIQM_PpqVQp81uVEiq2buGSazVr3-4YAE&e=
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JF

QUESTIONS?
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How to Get Involved in the 
Advocacy Process



© 2020 American Society for Health Care Engineering

ASHE’s Advocacy Highway is a two-way street of communication on advocacy issues between ASHE 
and local ASHE-affiliated chapters. 

ASHE provides help to chapter leaders looking to improve codes and standards in their states and 
regions, and advocacy liaisons within local chapters inform ASHE about policy and legislation affecting 
the health care physical environment. 

Purpose – The Advocacy Liaisons are representatives from each Chapter that serve as a direct
communications link between ASHE and the local Chapters as a conduit to provide information from
the Chapters back to ASHE and to distribute to the Chapters information from the ASHE Advocacy
staff.

Advocacy Liaison
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Communication Within Chapter

• Address chapter during monthly meetings
• Review HFM Insider emails
• Summarize Advocacy Liaison quarterly conference calls to Chapter

• Brief articles in chapter communications
• Present ASHE initiatives at Chapter conferences
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www.ashe.org/ashe-advocacy

ASHE Website Advocacy Links

http://www.ashe.org/ashe-advocacy
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www.ashe.org/about/volunteer

SELECT HERE 

Volunteering

http://www.ashe.org/about/volunteer
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Volunteering
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Compliance Tools

www.ashe.org/tools?type=1145

• Fire Watch Tool
• Fire Drill Matrix Tool
• Fire Door Checklist
• Template for Submitting ITM Waivers to CMS
• How to Submit NFPA Public Inputs and Public Comments
• iSpy videos
• Life Safety Device Decommissioning Tool
• Environment of Care Documentation Checklist
• Fire Alarm ITM
• Safety Guy Makes Holidays Safer

http://www.ashe.org/tools?type=1145
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• Membership
• $200 / year
• Vote on disputed Code changes (Certified Amending Motions) at annual conference

• Majority vote rules
• Receive document email alerts

• www.youtube.com/watch?v=T2bS8CEoG60

• Committee Participation

• Submit Public comments
• www.youtube.com/watch?v=BElAROofjhE

• Submit Public Inputs
• www.youtube.com/watch?v=wkcucG6uKgo

National Fire Protection Association (NFPA)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T2bS8CEoG60
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BElAROofjhE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wkcucG6uKgo
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NFPA 10 Portable Fire Extinguishers Update

• Proposed to reduce inspection frequency from Monthly to Quarterly / Semi – annually
• Not approved during First Draft meeting
• Created a Committee Input (CI) at the First Draft meeting to seek Public Comment (PC)

• CI sought to allow Performance Based approach to determine inspection frequency
• CI did not include proposed language reviewed during meeting

• Approximately 2 dozen PC were submitted in favor of the CI – THANK YOU !
• CI failed since language was not included and considered new material which the public 

did not have the opportunity to comment on
• Lesson Learned – Know the rules !!!

• Potentially could have modified Second Draft report 

• Annual maintenance can now also serve as monthly inspection 

• Rated fire extinguisher cabinet changes for existing installations failed
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Thank you!


	Slide Number 1
	Agenda
	Introductions
	NFPA Update
	Health Care Section (HCS)��HCS – Codes & Standards Review Committee��Participation on Committees��Health Care Interpretation Task Force (HITF)
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Participation on Technical Committee
	Participation on Technical Committee
	Current Code activity
	Healthcare Interpretations Task Force  (HITF)
	HITF – Healthcare Interpretations Task Force
	HITF – Example
	HITF – Example
	HITF - COVID Response
	Immediate Threat to Life Additions
	ASHE Member Tools Task Force (MTTF) Overview
	Process
	2020 Overview
	Tools Downloaded 
	Articles
	Tools Developed 
	2021 – What’s to Come
	2021 – What’s to Come
	Slide Number 25
	How to Get Involved in the Advocacy Process
	 
	 Communication Within Chapter
	 
	 
	 Volunteering
	 Compliance Tools
	 
	 NFPA 10 Portable Fire Extinguishers Update
	Slide Number 35

